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Inside this issue:    

A letter from the new Mayor 
Hello, 
First, thanks to all of you who voted for and supported me for the Town Council. It is a 
privilege and a responsibility that I take very seriously. I will do my best to repay you for 
your support through my efforts  to represent you on the Council and as your mayor. 
During the campaign, I met a number of you and learned a lot about our community 
from your comments and I thank you for your time and your frank dialog.  I look forward 
to working with you, Ed Evans, the Town Manager and his staff, the other town 
employees, as well as the council, committee and board members to address concerns 
regarding our town. One recurring theme that was mentioned during these visits was 
concern over the lack of involvement or communication between our citizens and the 
various governing bodies.  Our Town Council hopes to improve communication among 
us by expanding our online newspaper the ECHO  and by developing an e-mail list so 
everyone who uses e-mail can be kept in the loop concerning upcoming meeting 
schedules, agenda items, and other events. While these ideas should help improve 
information sharing, Seven Devils needs more involvement from its citizens.  Too often I 
see the same faces at public meetings and on boards.  The Council recently voted to 
limit the involvement of Council members to no more than two on every board or 
committee.  We have openings for a number of positions presently available on the 
Planning Board, Public Works committee and the Board of Adjustment.  We need you to 
get involved and have a voice in the decision making processes that affect all of us who 
reside here full-time or seasonally.  We value citizen attendance and input at the various 
meetings.  A meeting schedule is printed in the ECHO.  Why not choose one meeting to 
attend next month?  Youôll become more familiar with what the needs of the town are 
and how the town functions.   I look forward to meeting all of the Seven Devils citizens 
and plan to have myself or another Council member attend all of the meetings in the  
coming months.  If you have questions about any of these Boards or committees feel 
free to contact me at home at 828-963-2977 or  via e-mail at 7DCouncil@gmail.com 
or speak directly to the other Council members. Their contact info is in this months 
ECHO. Finally a word about our outgoing Council Members.  Thereôs a line in a country 
song that I enjoy that says ñthe greatest contributions are the ones you leave behindò.  I 
think this line aptly describes the outgoing members of the Town Council. Thanks to 
Bob Dodson, Richard DeMott, and Kathy Copley for their years of hard work on the 
many boards they have served and continue to serve on. They have helped to leave 
this town with improved infrastructure and a better public image than before. Through 
their efforts we are more aware of our financial situation and the upcoming challenges 
we face with ever increasing costs and nearly a flat income stream.  Because of them 
we are more involved with the High Country Council of Government and the efforts that 
group puts forth to improve  our quality of life here in the high country.  Iôm sure I speak 
for our citizenry when I say thank you for the many, many hours you have spent in 
support of our town and the people in it. 
 
Wishing you a healthy and prosperous New Year, 
Larry Fontaine 
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Recognitions 
 

As you all know the Town Council has 
recently changed members. In light of this, 

at our December meeting there was a 
ceremony held in recognition of both 

former Mayor Bob Dodson and Councilman 
Richard DeMott for their service and 

dedication to the town during their tenure 
on the Town Council .  

They were honored with a Plaque of 
Recognition, a blanket with the Town Seal 
on it and a framed copy of the Resolutions 

for each of them.   

 
Pictured here: Bob Dodson receiving his gifts                                                                                                  Pictured here: Richard DeMott receiving 
his gifts from Kathy Copley                                                                                                                              his gifts from David Ehmig.  

 

 

                               

 

Great Backyard Bird Count  

If you enjoy watching birds, you can help The Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Audubon, and Bird Studies Canada with 
ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÂÉÒÄ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎÓȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÆÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÁÎÙ×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 
States or Canada.  This year the Bird Count takes place February 17-20, 2012.  To participate, all you have to do is 
count birds you see for at least fifteen minutes at a time on one or more of those days.  Then you fill out a data 
form online to report the most birds of any species you saw at one time.  More information about how to 
participate and a copy of the data form is available at www.birdsource.org/gbbc.  You can also see the results of 
the 2011 count. 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT  

THE E-911 EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROGRAM  

(This is a reminder of regulations established in 1993) 
 

  By authority of N.C.G.S. 153-A-239-1, County Ordinance, and our Town Resolution, numbers on dwelling 
units must be no less than 3 ½ inches tall and located within a 3-foot perimeter of an entrance whereby they are visible and 
readable from the street or road on which it fronts and no more than 100 feet from said street or road. The number must be 
reflective and visible day and night. These individual house numbers may be obtained free of charge from Town Hall. In the 

event numbers are not visible for 100 feet from the public street or road the assigned property number shall  ALSO  be post-
ed on the property at or near the property line at a driveway entrance or where there is access to said structure. The number 
may be posted on a rural mailbox if it is located as specified in the ordinance. Signs need to be reflective and a standard size 
of 6óx 18ó, and the size of the numbers should be no less than 3 ı inches. These signs are available through the Public Safe-
ty Committee at a cost of $35. A custom post and sign are available for $90, and the Public Safety Committee will install the 
sign/post for $10. A limited number of  posts are available at this price and may be ordered on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
If you have further questions please call Safety Committee Member, Kay Ehlinger, at 963-6928 or stop by Town Hall to 
place an order.  
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