
 

 

TOWN OF SEVEN DEVILS 
TOWN COUNCIL  

MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING  
 

January 8, 2013 
 

The Seven Devils Town Council met in regular session on Tuesday, January 8, 2013, at Town Hall. 
Present were Mayor Larry Fontaine, Mayor Pro Tem Brad Lambert, Council Members Kay 
Ehlinger, David Ehmig, and David Hooper. Also present were Town Manager Ed Evans and 
Attorney Rob Angle. The minutes were recorded by Sara Miller, Town Clerk. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Fontaine called the meeting to order at 5:33 PM.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Council members and citizens recited the Pledge of Allegiance 
 
ADOPT AGENDA 
Mayor Fontaine proposed to add an Agenda item X.G –High Country ABC Travel Policy to New 
Business. Member Ehlinger made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended. Member Hooper 
seconded the motion. The members agreed unanimously. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – ADOPTION OF MINUTES  
Motion for Consideration – Adopt minutes of Regular Meeting December 11, 2012 
Travel Request—Town Manager—NC City & County Managers Annual Winter Conference, 
Durham, February 6-8 
 
Member Ehmig made a motion to adopt the consent agenda. Member Hooper seconded the 
motion. The members agreed unanimously. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS— 
 
Anne Fontaine, 127 West Rocky Top, announced that on January 19 at the Grandfather Mountain 
State Park Office on Hwy 105 there will be a Wildflower Origami Workshop at 2PM. Also, on 
February 9 from 10:00AM until 12:00PM the Recreation Commission will host a Bird Count 
Workshop at Town Hall. 
 
PUBLIC MEETING  
PRESENTATION—OTTER FALLS—PARTF GRANT—Mayor Fontaine opened with 
comments regarding Otter Falls and turned the presentation over to Town Manager Evans, who 
gave a presentation about the property and the possible acquisition of the Otter Falls property from 
David Little to build a Town park and recreation area. He stated the Town attempted to do this in 
2005 unsuccessfully, and now the interest has peaked since the property is “for sale” again. He 
stated that the purpose for the current meeting is to gauge the interest of Town citizens in this 
project and solicit public input for applying for a grant from NC Parks and Recreation Trust Fund.  
 
PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS—OTTER FALLS PRESENTATION— 
Frank Sell, 640 Thorncliff Drive, stated that he has been in Seven Devils for 18 years, and has 
thoroughly enjoyed Otter Falls in the past. He supported the future project 100%. 
 



 

 

Mike Tarlton, 236 Edgecliff Lane, stated that he supports acquisition of the property for future 
Town use. His family enjoyed Otter Falls in the past, and the Town should not let this opportunity 
pass. 
 
Anne Fontaine, 127 West Rocky Top, stated that she and the Recreation Commission supported this 
future project. The Recreation Commission submitted a letter of interest in this project to the Town 
in an effort to show support. 
 
Barbara Tarlton, 236 Edgecliff Lane, supported the acquisition of the property for future Town use. 
She recommended Seven Devils citizen Leo Starzec to help in the finding and collection of future 
funds for this project. 
 
After the citizen comment session, the Council discussed their views and each supported the future 
acquisition of Otter Falls if a grant can be obtained and stated that they wish to proceed with the 
PARTF Grant application process.  
 
There being no further comments, the public meeting/presentation was closed. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE & CALENDAR—Town Manager Evans reminded everyone 
that Town Hall will be closed on Monday, January 21, 2013 in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day. He also reminded everyone that the ABC Board will be meeting on Thursday, January 10, 2013 
at 4PM at the ABC Store. 
 
OLD BUSINESS— 
 
Employee Handbook—No new information. 
 
Emergency Procedures Policy—No new information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Adopt Resolution—Finance Agreement—Mower —Manager Evans stated that this resolution is 
a requirement for loan approval, and that the TDA has agreed to help with this worthwhile 
endeavor by making the payments towards this loan. Member Hooper made a motion to adopt the 
resolution. Mayor Pro Tem Lambert seconded the motion. The members agreed unanimously. 
~CLOSED~ 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Resolution—CWMTF(Clean Water Management Trust Fund)— After some discussion,  

Member Ehimg made a motion to adopt the resolution. Member Hooper seconded the motion. The 
members agreed unanimously. ~CLOSED~ 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Resolution—Opposing Legislation That Provides for the Forced Taking of Municipal Water 
System—After some discussion, Mayor Pro Tem Lambert made a motion to adopt the resolution. 
Member Ehlinger seconded the motion. The members agreed unanimously. ~CLOSED~ 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Resolution—PARTF(Parks and Recreation Trust Fund) Grand Application for Otter Falls 
property—Member Hooper made a motion to adopt the resolution. Member Ehlinger seconded 
the motion. The members agreed unanimously. ~CLOSED~ 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Certification—PARTF—Governing Board Certification—Mayor Fontaine inquired and 
Manager Evans confirmed that the Certification is required as a beginning step to the application 
process for the PARTF Grant. Member Hooper made a motion to approve the Certification. 
Member Ehmig seconded the motion. The members agreed unanimously. ~CLOSED~ 
 

 
 
Budget Ordinance Amendment—Returned check or draft fee—After some discussion, Mayor 
Pro Tem Lambert suggested that instead of listing an exact dollar amount, to put  
“$--per bank fee” to prevent future necessity to change the Ordinance. Member Ehmig made a 
motion to accept the Budget Ordinance Amendment, “$--per bank fee”. Member Hooper seconded 
the motion. The members agreed unanimously. ~CLOSED~ 



 

 

 
 
High Country ABC Travel Policy—After discussion, the members decided on several revisions to 
the proposed Travel policy. The first change suggested was to #3 of the policy, to list a 
$10/$15/$25 breakdown for meal expenses: $10 for breakfast, $15 for lunch, and $25 for dinner, a 
maximum of $50.00 per day. The second change suggested was to remove the following from #4, 
“or reimbursement. ABC employees and /or officials attending conventions will have room and 
board paid at the convention site rate.” The third and final change suggested was to add the 
following to #5, “The General Manager shall approve all employee requests for reimbursement 
(unless over the state rates for lodging, requiring Board approval). Board approval shall be required 
for reimbursement requests by the General Manager and other Board members.” Mayor Pro Tem 
Lambert made a motion to accept the ABC Travel Policy as amended, dependent on all the changes 
being accepted by the towns represented by the High Country ABC Board. Member Hooper 
seconded the motion. The members agreed unanimously. ~CLOSED~ 
 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Planning Board—No Meeting 
Public Works—No Meeting 
Public Safety Committee—No meeting 
Recreation—No meeting 
ABC Board  
TDA—No meeting 
Public Safety Department  
 Police Report 
            Fire Report 
Financial Report 
 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Fontaine stated that he, Public Works Director Kevin Aldridge, and Manager Evans met with 
the Boone DOT office regarding the lack of care to Seven Devils Road during a previous weather 
event. Mayor Fontaine hoped that there will be no future issues and stated that the meeting went 
very well.  
 
ADJOURN 
Mayor Pro Tem Lambert made a motion to adjourn. Member Hooper seconded the motion. The 
members agreed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________                ______________________________  
Larry Fontaine, Mayor                                         Sara Miller, Town Clerk 


